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REDARC wins Excellence in 
Manufacturing Gold Award 

REDARC strikes gold!

REDARC Electronics has won the 
Excellence in Manufacturing, Gold award, 
over $10 million annual turnover at the 
Australian Auto Aftermarket Excellence 
Awards Banquet.

The Excellence in Manufacturing Award 
is open to all Australian manufacturers 
of automotive replacement parts, 
accessories, tools and equipment who 
are members of the AAAA. There are 
categories for businesses with under $10 
million turnover per annum and for those 
with over $10 million turnover per annum.

AAAA Executive Director Stuart Charity 
said the AAAA Board of Directors 
congratulate all Excellence Award winners 
and thank them for their contribution to the 
auto aftermarket.

“Through these industry awards, the AAAA 
strives to promote excellence, particularly 
in those areas of business that will 
enhance future growth and sustainability 
for the aftermarket sector. The AAAA 
Awards are unique because they are the 
only program specifically recognising 
excellence in innovation in the Australian 
automotive aftermarket” he said.

REDARC’s Managing Director, Mr Anthony 
Kittel said he was delighted REDARC 
would now join a select group of previous 
winners including Monroe, Robert Bosch 
and GUD Manufacturing.

“The secrets of the company’s success 
were continually investing a minimum of 
15 per cent of our sales revenue back into 
research and having about 25 per cent 
of our employees working in R&D and 
innovation.”

“As an advanced manufacturer we need a 
highly skilled and empowered workforce. 
The commitment of the REDARC 
employees to learning and embracing 
training is impressive. Without a highly 
skilled workforce our product wouldn’t 
be at the technology level it is.”

“A specific focus on designing products 
for manufacture and a culture of 
continuous improvement is the best way 
to ensure excellence in manufacturing” 
he said.

The Excellence Awards Banquet, 
held at Crown and attended by 830 
people, formed part of the AAA Expo, 
it is the nation’s most comprehensive 
exhibition of vehicle repair and servicing 
equipment, replacement parts, tools and 
accessories. It is a trade only show run by 
the industry for the industry.
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New Factory Tour
You’ve seen his 4x4 adventures on 
television and read about them in 
‘Unsealed’ magazine, but the man 
himself - Pat Callinan - ditched the rugged 
outback for one afternoon and swung past 
REDARC headquarters!

Pat came in to film an updated factory 
tour. 

The tour showcases REDARC’s six pillars 
of success including innovation, customer 
service and investment in technology.

Championing a spirit of adventure, Pat 
addressed the team, inspiring everyone 
to continue doing what we’re doing to 
ensure our customers will experience the 
magnificence that is the Australian outback 
through the use of a REDARC product.

REDARC and Pat Callinan have been 
working together for over seven years 
providing a quality experience for all 
Australians.

To watch the new factory tour  
visit redarc.com.au, there’s a link  
on our homepage

TAFE SA Solar Race
On the 18th of October, hundreds of solar 
powered cars will travel 3,000 kilometres 
from Darwin to Adelaide using power only 
from the sun. As the sole South Australian 
entrant from the Vocational Education 
sector, TAFE SA Solar Spirit will compete 
in the race, with REDARC as their major 
sponsor in the bi-annual challenge.

A core part of the team successfully 
conducted a road trial in the Keith region 
in early April. Rodrigo Marino, one of 
REDARC’s engineers, will participate in 
the team which includes TAFE SA and St 
Patrick’s Technical College students and a 
Raytheon Engineer.

Teams are required to research, design 
and build vehicles capable of completing 
the journey. Participants are driven by 
the knowledge that they are contributing 

towards a vital search for sustainable 
transport alternatives.

During the journey there are 7 mandatory 
check points where observers are 
changed and team managers may update 
themselves with the latest information on 
the weather and their own position in the 
field. Here teams may perform the most 
basic of maintenance only - checking and 
maintenance of tyre pressure and cleaning 
of debris from the vehicle.

The partnership between REDARC and 
TAFE SA is a natural one, for a number 
of years now REDARC have provided a 
complete range of Solar products to the 
recreational vehicle market. REDARC 
Solar has established an Australia-wide 
Approved Installer Network, selling Solar 
products in more than 300 stores.

Managing Director Anthony Kittel said 
“REDARC is a passionate innovator, 

sponsorship of the TAFE SA Solar 
Spirit Car supports our dedication to 
learning and our drive to embrace new 
technologies”.

Over the coming months we’ll update 
everyone on the progress of the TAFE SA 
Solar Spirit Car as it races towards the 
World Solar Car Challenge.

For more information check out 
worldsolarchallenge.org

Facebook 
competition
To celebrate the release - and generate 
awareness - of our new dual charger 
and dual voltage gauge Value Packs,  
REDARC held four Facebook 
competitions from May through to 
June with 4 lucky winners selected. 
The Value Packs include a REDARC 
Dual Voltage Gauge and either a 
Smart Start Battery Isolator or a BCDC 
In-vehicle Battery Charger. In total 
eight variations are available.

To find out more visit redarc.com.au/
products/category/value-packs

The new REDARC auto-electrical 
components catalogue is now available, 
with over 90 pages of product 
information including specifications, 
installation tips, troubleshooting 
guides, glossary of technical 
terms and application guides. 

With a new refined, clear layout, 
including information on all of 
the recently-launched products, 
it is the most comprehensive 
and informative REDARC 
catalogue yet.

The REDARC Area Sales 
Managers will be dropping off 
copies of the new catalogue 
as they visit businesses 
around Australia.

If you can’t wait for your 
copy contact REDARC 
on 08 8322 4848, email 
power@redarc.com.au  
or download one from 
redarc.com.au
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Out and about with REDARC

REDARC recently exhibited at the 
Brisbane Truck Show, the premier event in 
Australia for the transport industry.

The bi-annual event showcased the latest 
in heavy vehicles, technology, engineering 
and innovation and saw an attendance 
of 300 exhibitors and almost 34,000 
attendees.

REDARC has spent over 20 years 
working with trucking original equipment 
manufacturers, Managing Director Anthony 
Kittel stated “Our business is built on 
trucking partnerships, REDARC engineers 
can provide a full design and prototyping 
capability to help solve electronic problems 
a business may have.”

Previewed at the stand was the new DC 
Power Supply, which will supply efficient 
regulated output power to all 12 or 24 
volt loads, due for release soon. Also 
demonstrated was REDARC’s expertise on 
a customised Control Area Network (CAN) 
module.

Strong relationships with truck, trailer, and 
bus manufacturers mean that REDARC are 
always engaged with evolving technology 
in the heavy vehicle industry.

OEM Business Development Manager 
Stuart Peddle commented “Not only are 
we aware of what the needs are ahead of 
time, but we can actually contribute to this 

evolution to better service manufacturers 
and end users alike – and ultimately 
provide solutions that can improve heavy 
vehicle safety, productivity, flexibility, 
reliability and even decrease emissions 
and fuel consumption.”

“With increasing demand on heavy vehicle 
electronic systems, REDARCs expertise 
in areas such as CANBUS and voltage 
conversion mean we will continue to work 
closely with heavy vehicle engineering, 
production, and sales teams, to provide 
robust electronic solutions.”

“With increasingly stringent emissions 
standards, safety, reliability and 
productivity, being the main drivers for 
product development in the heavy vehicle 
industry, our electronics will continue 
to become smaller and lighter, yet 
more powerful and capable, whilst still 
maintaining the highest quality. REDARC 
are committed to working with the heavy 
vehicle industry for the long haul.”

REDARC partners with truck, trailer and 
bus manufacturers including Kenworth, 
Volvo, Iveco, DAF, Scania, Mercedes, MAN 
and UD to name a few.

For more information regarding our 
industry relationships please contact 
us at power@redarc.com.au or call 
08 8322 4848

Brisbane Truck Show

Product preview

Coming soon to REDARC is a range of 
new DC Power Supply Units.

The DPS units, designed around the 
award winning BCDC platform, are fully 
encapsulated in REDARC’s gel elastomer 
enabling installation into the engine 
bay and are protected against reverse 
polarity, spikes or surges, short circuit, 
overload and over temperature.

The new DPS units provide constant, 
regulated power for all types of loads 
making them ideal as an alternative to 
installing an auxiliary battery.

The DC power supply can be mounted 
externally on the vehicle, and can be 
used in marine applications.

The DPS range replaces the VI180D, 
VI360D, and I730D Voltage Boosters.

Keep an eye out for more information 
about these new products.

For more information on the REDARC 
DC Power Supplies visit Redarc.com.au, 
call 08 8322 4848 or email Wayne Wall, 
wwall@redarc.com.au

DC Power Supplies

OEM Business Development Manager, Stuart 
Peddle, and MAN Automotive Imports Dean 
Hodder together with a MAN Euro 6 Truck 
fitted with the REDARC Trailer Lighting 
Reducer at the Brisbane Truck Show

Partnering with industry

New appointment
REDARC is 
pleased to 
announce the 
appointment of 
Stuart Peddle 
to the role 
OEM Business 
Development 

Manager. Stuart has just returned 
from Queensland where he was our 
Queensland Area Sales Manager for 
two years. Based in Adelaide Stuart, 
who has been with REDARC for five 
years, will be making himself known 
to our OEM customer base to further 
strengthen customer relationships.
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New vehicle technology can affect dual 
battery system charging as Australia 
continues to follow the emerging global 
trend in reducing pollution from new 
vehicles, with tighter exhaust emission 
standards being met a necessity by next 
year. 

New cars sold in Australia from 2013 
must meet ‘Euro 5’ exhaust emissions 
standards and the tougher ‘Euro 6’ 
standard in 2017. 

As the standards have become 
progressively tighter over recent years, 
car manufacturers, in their quest to meet 
the new standards, have had to develop 
and introduce new technology. As a result, 
the ECU to interconnect the alternator 
and monitor electrical load has been 
created. The ECU can control important 
engine functions via CANBUS, including 
injection duration and timing to better 
control emissions as loads vary. The ECU 
can even shut off the alternator in certain 
circumstances, adjust the alternator 
output voltage, and preload the alternator 
when the load changes. We refer to these 
alternators as ECU Controlled Variable 
Voltage Alternators. 

It is important to note that current sensing 
in the vehicle’s electrical system means 
that all additional electrical accessories 
must be grounded to the vehicle chassis 
or body, not to the main battery negative 
terminal. 

Prior to 2010, REDARC developed a 
patented solution, a family of In-Vehicle 
Battery Chargers known as the ‘BCDC’ 
designed to charge auxiliary or house 
battery banks to 100% whilst on the move. 

They feature a multi stage DC-DC battery 
charge for installing in any 12 or 24 volt 
passenger, 4WD, truck, bus or marine 
electrical system. 

Another key feature of the BCDC In-
Vehicle Battery Chargers is the voltage 
inverter technology that overcomes 
voltage drop when the auxiliary or house 
batteries are a considerable distance from 
the charging source - as experienced 
in caravans and camper trailers, trucks 
and buses. Furthermore, they boost the 
low output voltages provided from ECU 
Controlled Alternators to the auxiliary 
battery. 

The BCDC in-vehicle charger utilises 
voltage sensing of the main battery to 
determine when to charge the auxiliary 
battery and when to isolate the vehicle 
start battery. The standard BCDC range 
will operate on voltage sensing alone in 
vehicles where the alternator voltages do 
not regulate lower than 12.7V at any time, 
such as standard Fixed Voltage Alternators 
and ECU Controlled Temperature 
Compensating Alternators. 

The wider range of BCDC variants (LV 
and IGN models) are applied in vehicles 

fitted with ECU Controlled Variable Voltage 
Alternators. The turn on and off voltages 
are sensed at different levels along with an 
ignition input to the charger, ensuring that 
the BCDC will charge the auxiliary battery 
to 100% while effectively protecting the 
main battery from over-discharge. The 
BCDC In-Vehicle battery charger family 
continues to grow and are available in 6, 
20, 25 and 40 amp outputs, plus the latest 
20 amp, 24volt output model, BCDC2420. 

These current output options ensure 
there is a BCDC for all common load and 
battery charging requirements. The BCDC 
products incorporate specific battery 
charging algorithms to suit lead acid, gel, 
AGM and Calcium batteries.

The BCDC1225, BCDC1240 and 
BCDC2420 models also feature a MPPT 
solar regulator, which can be used 
to charge the auxiliary batteries from 
solar panels. The MPPT Solar charging 
algorithm extracts the maximum available 
power from the solar panels at any given 
time.

In addition to this range, REDARC recently 
released a series of In-vehicle Battery 
Chargers that feature technology designed 
to charge Lithium Iron Phosphate LiFeP04 
batteries to optimal charge, the LFP 
Series. By providing a unique charging 
profile, the LFP series In-Vehicle Battery 
Chargers are able to achieve and maintain 
an optimal charge in an auxiliary battery at 
all times. 

A common question is which model of 
BCDC can we use in a vehicle? Typically 
vehicles released from late 2011 onwards 
with common rail diesel motors are fitted 
with ECU Controlled Variable Voltage 
Alternators such as the Nissan Pathfinder, 
Nissan Navara, BMW X5 2010 onwards, 
Ford Ranger 2011 onwards, Mitsubishi 
Pajero 2012 onwards, Mazda Spirit, 
Mazda BT50 and various Range Rovers. 
Practically, the best way to determine 
your alternator’s characteristics is to go 
for a drive with a voltmeter on the main 
battery. Run the vehicle through varied 
driving conditions and record the minimum 
voltage found. The driving condition 
variations should include:
• Engine temperature 
• Vary engine load 
• Vary electrical load 

It is important to ensure that the correct 
BCDC is selected for the vehicle, 
application, and battery charging 
requirements. 

If you have any questions or require help 
choosing the right BCDC for a particular 
vehicle visit redarc.com.au

New vehicle technology can affect dual battery systems charging 

Fixed Voltage Alternators or 
Temperature Compensating 
Alternators - always 12.7V  

or more from alternator 
during driving

ECU Controlled Variable  
Voltage Alternators - 12.7V  

or less from alternator at any  
time during driving
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Business update

REDARC Electronics has now completed 
its acquisition of Hummingbird Electronics, 
based in Taylors Beach NSW. 

Hummingbird is a small team effort and 
has seen REDARC’s Kyle Dix relocating 
from SA taking on the role of General 
Manager with Norman Ballard appointed 
to the role of Business Innovation and 
Development Manager. 

The Hummingbird product range has 
radio-frequency and GPS based electronic 
modules, specialising in driver behaviour 
monitoring and safety-related products 
in particular for mining and fleet-based 
applications. 

Kyle Dix, General Manager, gave insight 
into his new role... “In the upcoming 
months our main focus will be around 
targeting areas for product development, 
increasing business effectiveness, 
blueprint potential new technologies and 
blending the considerable talents of both 
Hummingbird and REDARC. We want to 
see Hummingbird synonymous with the 
REDARC name.” 

“Hummingbird has been known as a 
fast-turnaround design and manufacturing 
house. It is common practice to design, 
build and deliver never-before-seen 
products in very short times. This has 
been achieved by utilising the skills of 2 
software engineers, a PCB layout and 

design specialist, a five man production 
team, and of course the customer’s 
first contact with Hummingbird – the 
knowledgeable and friendly people on the 
phones. Hummingbird offers an exciting 
range of products, one of which is their 
wireless technology.” 

Hummingbird, which won the 2014 
Hunter Manufacturing Awards, has seen 
significant growth delivering electronic 
solutions to customers within Australian 
and internationally. The combination of 
REDARC and Hummingbird paves the way 
for continued innovation fostering world-
class solutions for our valued customers. 

For the time being there will be no change 
in any customer interactions. 

To learn more about Hummingbird 
Electronics visit hmbe.com.au or call 
1300 155 541

REDARC finalist…
REDARC has recently been accredited with a number 
of finalist achievements for several awards.

Hummingbird Staff updates

Welcome

Joel Maizey
REDARC would like 
to welcome Joel 
Maizey to the role 
of Queensland Area 
Sales Manager, Joel 
comes to REDARC 
as a qualified 

electrical fitter with a background in 
key account management in the auto 
electrical wholesaler field. He has 
also held automotive electrical roles. 
Joel looks forward to servicing the 
Queensland market and establishing 
strong relationships with the local 
customer base. Look out for the 
REDARC Hilux as Joel drives around 
Queensland.

Farewell 

Paul Nolan 
It is with mixed 
emotions that 
we announce the 
retirement of Paul 
Nolan. 

Paul has been an 
integral part of 

REDARC for the last three years. His 
dedication, hard-work and commitment 
are worthy of admiration and will be 
greatly missed. 

REDARC wishes Paul and his partner 
Annie every happiness for the future. 

Mark Bruce
Mark Bruce, 
National Customer 
Development 
Manager will be 
leaving REDARC 
June 30 to take up a 
State Sales Manager 

role with ARB 4x4 Accessories in WA. 

Mark remains a friend of REDARC and 
we wish him every success in his new 
role.

For our WA customers it will be 
business as usual.We will continue 
to service the area via our Technical 
Support team located in SA with 
Wayne Wall (wwall@redarc.com.au) 
the contact. Recruitment for a new WA 
Area Sales Manager has commenced.

Left: Business Innovation and Development 
Manager, Norman Ballard. Right: General Manager, 
Kyle Dix

Manufacturers Endeavour 
Award
REDARC’s Tow-Pro was a finalist for 
the Technology Application award at the 
Manufacturers Endeavour Awards. 

The Endeavour Awards celebrate the 
manufacturing industries many and diverse 
successes. Australia’s manufacturing 
industry is highly dynamic with many 
unsung companies making valuable 
contributions to the country’s economic 
output through product innovation, 
employment and exports.

For more information please visit  
endeavourawards.com.au

PACE ZENITH Award
REDARC’s Tow-Pro was a finalist in the 
PACE Zenith Awards, Transport, Power 
and Infrastructure category.

The PACE Zenith Awards celebrate the 
process control and automation industry’s 
successes with many companies making 
valuable contributions to the country’s 
industrial development through innovative 

engineering 
solutions.

For more information 
please visit  
paceawards.com.au 

Good Design Awards
REDARC products were finalists for two 
awards at Good Design Awards. Tow-Pro 
in the Consumer Electronics category and 
The Manager30 in the Sport and Lifestyle 
category. 

The Good Design Awards, hosted by 
Good Design Australia, is a program 
promoting the very best in design, 
innovation and creativity at a national and 
international level. 

REDARC were previously a recipient of 
the Good Design Commendation for the 
BCDC1225 In-Vehicle Battery Charger 
in 2013. REDARC’s commitment to 
innovation has seen continued growth and 
success for the company. 

For more information please visit  
good-design.com 
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Big Red Bash
REDARC is pleased to announce their 
joint sponsorship of the Sound and Light 
Spectacular which lit up the third annual 
Birdsville Big Red Bash on the 5th-6th of 
July. 

The iconic outback two-day desert music 
festival is staged at the famous Big Red 
sand dune on the edge of the Simpson 
Desert outside Birdsville in Queensland, 
headlined by none other than living Aussie 
rock legend icon Jimmy Barnes.

The 40 metre high Big Red sand dune, 
described as the most spectacular 
outdoor concert venue in Australia, will 
provide a breathtaking backdrop to the 
artists performing on stage.

Performer Frankie J Holden said “Every 
Australian should experience ‘red dirt’ 
country at least once in their lives and 
the Birdsville Big Red Bash is a perfect 

opportunity to do just 
that.”

“I’m looking 
forward to the Bash 
tremendously: the 
music (of course), but 
also the journey, the 
destination and the 
camaraderie.”

The festival also 
featured rock legends 
Jon Stevens and 
Diesel and country 
music trio The 
McClymonts. 

For more information 
on the Birdsville  
Big Red Bash,  
please visit 
bigredbash.com.au

Chad Graham is in his final stages of 
preparing for his trip across Australian in 
an off-road buggy. Chad’s challenge will 
take place from August 29 to September 9 
2015, from Kalgoorlie WA to Cobar NSW.

During his trip Chad hopes to raise 
$200,000 to provide equipment and 
support to seriously ill and disabled 
children caused by sporting injuries.

Chad’s efforts have won over NRL figures 
Jamie Soward and Nathan Hindmarsh, 
Ultimate Fighting Championship fighter 
James Te Huna, Bathurst 1000 winner 

Steven Richards and champion boxer 
Danny Green, who join REDARC as 
supporters for Chad.

In a recent seven day test run Chad had 
everything working great in his off-road 
buggy with the BMS1230 in tow. REDARC 
donated the BMS1230, along with a 
number of other products to ensure Chad 
has all the power he needs to trek the 
4,800km journey.

To keep up to date with his challenge, visit 
chadschallenge.com.au

Chad’s challenge

REDARC Brand Ambassador Tiffany 
Cromwell is back in Europe, racing across 
the globe to achieve gold!

While we’re here enduring the cold dreary 
winter, Tiffany is chasing the sun across 
France, Germany, Italy, The United States, 
England and Canada… and that’s just in 
three months!

Tiffany recently came fifth in the Imloop 
Het Nieuwsblad, ninth in the Energiewacht 
Tour and in the top ten in Ronde Van 
Drenthe. She will next be seen in the 
upcoming La Course by Le Tour De France 
at the end of July.

Named Australian Female Road Cyclist of 
the year last year, her goal is to race and 
win gold in Rio. The one year mark before 
the 2016 Rio Olympic Games is edging 
nearer and the pressure is mounting. 

Tiffany has shown outstanding diligence, 
effort and commitment to her sport, and 
there’s no doubt she will excel and show 
her true potential at the games.

To keep up to date with Tiffany and 
her race to gold, visit her website at 
tiffanycromwell.com

The Road to Rio

REDARC Electronics
ABN 77 136 785 092

PTY
LTD

2015 Telstra Business 
Awards Nominees
Entries for the 2015 Telstra Business 
Awards have now closed, REDARC 
wish all nominees the best of luck in 
their respective state finals. 

REDARC was the recipient of the 2014 
Business of the Year award. Managing 
Director, Anthony Kittel reflected on the 
win; “This was a major milestone for 
REDARC. From starting off in a tin shed 
with eight employees, it has shown the 
major steps the business has taken.”

Keep updated with the nominees and 
winners at telstrabusinessawards.com


